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i PURPOSE:

In 1989 the Itdian Government issued the Decree-law n. 448 of 22nd September 1988 of the
Presdent of the Republic, which contains New Provisons for the Juvenile Crimina Action.

The Juvenile Court System is based both on the persondity of the minor and on the principle of “the
best interests of the child”. It is essentia not to interrupt the infant’ s growth.

For these reasons it is necessary for the operators of the Juvenile Court System to attend
psychologica, pedagogicd and vocationa training, besdes the lega educaion. In particular the
purpose of my research was to andyze the court appointed defenders to te juvenile court. In fact
aticle n. 15 of the Decree-law n. 272 of 28" July 1989 of the President of the Republic requires
only for the court gppointed defenders, but not for the private counsels, the compulsory attendance
a follonrup and specidization courses, concerning the juvenile law and the problems of the
developmenta age, but it doesn't point out the duration of such courses or the ingructions for thelr
development.

In this work, | have examined the motivations, expectations, opinions and traning of the
courses for court appointed defenders and whether the attendance at such courses could be capable
for changing the participants mind in respect of their psychologicd and sociologicd points of
view.

b SAMPLE:

- At the Spedidization Course in Milan, (it started on 18" April 2000 and finished on 7"
July 2000), there were dixty participants, it was programmed and coordinated by a psychologist
(Dr.ssa Rosanna Della Corte) and a lawyer (Dr.ssa Paola Boccardi), with the scientific supervison
of Professor Guglidmo Gulotta (psychologist and defender). The course was Folit into two different
levds 1) to convey information and knowledge, 2) to train, to learn by experience through: role-
playing, moddling and videotapes. The course emphasized the importance of rdaiond and socid
ills.

- The Spedidization Course in Turin, (it started on 28" March 2000 and finished on 26
June 2000), was coordinated only by a lawyer (Dott. Augusto Fierro). This course was attended by
ahundred participants and the informative level was the fundamenta argument.

b SURVEY INSTRUMENT:
Three quedtionnaires were employed for the paticipants to fill in, & the beginning in the
middle and at the end of the courses.

i RESULTS:

» The participants wanted to get a plurd training, that is, it is necessary for them in order to
integrate the technica and lega aspects with the psychologica and socid ones.

» About knowledge (“know what”) the lawyers asked for getting deep into juvenile law and
the procedura aspects. About training (“know how” and “know to be’) they would prefer to learn
software to make use of knowledge, problem solving processes, and socid and reationd skills
(“psychology indirect function”). The dgnificance of these aspects was mostly recognized by the
participants of the Milan course, which itself degpened more into psychologica matters.

» Mog of the participants recognized the objectives, principles and purposes of the juvenile
court.



2 If during the course the professonds and organizers pad attention to the practicd
agpects, the lawyers would have been more satisfied. The result was that in the course held in Milan
the percentage of satisfaction was higher than in the Turin’sone.

i» CONCLUSIONS:
Thetraining of the Defense counsdl's need:

# The collaboration among the participants;

# The indirect function of psychology (traners should use scientific methods
such as role-playing, modeling and videotapes).

# Teams with different professonds,

# | ntegration between the psychologicd and the legal aspects.

Furd training has dways to take into account the specific and fundamentd principle of “the best
interest of the child”.
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